[Labile hypertension due to iatrogenic denervation of the carotid sinus].
Two patients, a man and a woman aged 36 and 40 years, respectively, were found to have disturbed blood pressure regulation after medical intervention in the jugular area. The man had undergone radiation therapy of the neck due to regional lymph node involvement of a nasopharyngeal carcinoma. Six years later he developed episodic complaints of headache accompanied by labile hypo- and hypertension. Mental and physical stimuli resulted in excessive sympathetic activation. In the woman, a carotid body tumour was resected bilaterally. There was an immediate onset of hypertension after surgery. In both patients, the clinical syndrome was attributed to afferent baroreflex failure due to carotid sinus denervation.